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® "I wanted to model the brain because we didn't
understand it.”

® "“The best way to figure out how something works
is to try to build it from scratch.”
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Open message to the European Commission
concerning the Human Brain Project

Sign the letter

Summary. Neuroscience advances our understanding of normal and pathological brain function, offering potentially enormous benefits to society. It is,
therefore, critical to Europe. The Human Brain Project (HBP), sponsored by the European Commission (EC), was meant to forward this mission. However,
due in great part to its narrow focus, it has been highly controversial and divisive within the European neuroscience community and even within the
consortium, resulting in on-going losses of members. The HBP is now scheduled for review and we wish to draw the attention of the EC to these problems.
We believe the HBP is not a well conceived or implemented project and that it is ill suited to be the centerpiece of European neuroscience. We are
particularly concerned about the plan to tie a substantial portion European member states' neuroscience funding to the HBP through so-called ‘partnering
projects’. We call for the EC to go beyond the strict requirements of the upcoming review, to demand transparency and accountability and, if necessary,
change the structure of the HBP's governance and supervision to correct their shortcomings. Failing that we call for the EC to redirect the HBP funding to

smaller investigator-driven neuroscience grants. We stand fully behind a strong and united European neuroscience strategy and we pledge not to seek
funding through HBP partnering projects that would compromise that mission.

Official Response by the EC - 18 July 2014 | Press Releases

Read the full letter
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Human Brain Project
(EU)

Learn about the research
being done by the
Human Brain Project in
the brochures.

A closer look
at scientific
advances

https://www.humanbrainproject.eu/en/



The Brain Research
Through Advancing
Innovative
Neurotechnologies®
(BRAIN) Initiative

Revolutionizing our understanding
of the human brain

https://braininitiative.nih.gov/

LEARN MORE

Image Courtesy of Andrew Janson, University of Utah Scientific Computing and Imaging Institute (Show Us Your BRAINs! Photo & Video Contest 2019)
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